
 

GREENWOOD COMMON COUNCIL 
APRIL 19, 2004 MINUTES 

 
Mayor Charles Henderson called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 
 
The audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance in unison, after which the Rev. Dane Sinn of the Smith 
Valley Baptist Church offered the invocation. 
 
PRESENT: Council members Bruce Armstrong, Ron Bates, Bill Bless, John Gibson, Keith Hardin, 

Jessie Reed; Mayor Henderson; Deputy Clerk Kathie Fritz; and City Attorney Shawna 
Koons-Davis.  Councilman Ron Deer was not in attendance. 

 
Mr. Bates moved to approve the minutes of the regular session of April 5th, with second by Ms. Reed.  
Vote: Ayes.  Ms. Reed moved to approve the minutes of the executive session with the Board of Public 
Works & Safety on April 8th.  Second by Mr. Bless.  Vote: Ayes (Armstrong, Gibson – Abstain). 
 
At this time, Mr. Bates introduced Bruce Richardson of Exodus Promotions to discuss his business.  
Since 1993, he said, the office has been located in Polk Place.  Through the use of two vehicles, they 
promote other businesses.  One is the Christian Business Phone Book, a directory that lists Christian-
owned businesses throughout Central Indiana.  Advertisers pay for the advertising.  Exodus also helps 
through the use of promotional items.  They have customers throughout the country.  Mayor Henderson 
expressed his appreciation for the work Mr. Richardson does for the annual prayer breakfast. 
 
Susie Howard of 359 W. Broadway came forward to discuss three rental properties in the neighborhood 
that she described as “not well taken care of”.  Ann Sutton and Kim Meyers were with her.  She cited 
police calls and vulgar language and said she was concerned about what the neighbors could do.  Mayor 
Henderson said her concerns fell under two areas – law enforcement, for which she could talk with Chief 
Hessman, and Code Enforcement if the properties are unsightly and have trash or weeds.  He told Ms. 
Howard if she would leave the information with him, he would see that the Code Enforcement Officer 
received that. 
 
The City Attorney had distributed her litigation report.  Mr. Gibson did ask that she include the dates of 
hearings for matters of litigation, which she agreed to do, by leaving the date in parentheses once the 
date has been set. 
 
Mr. Armstrong reported that the Plan Commission’s topic at the last meeting was the old Amoco station at 
the corner of Smith Valley and Main Street.  They approved a Starbucks for that location, with several 
variances because of easements. 
 
Mr. Hardin reported that the ad hoc committee will meet this Thursday at 5:00 p.m. in the Council 
chambers.  At 6:00 p.m. they will adjourn to examine the old gymnasium in the City Building. 
 
Ms. Reed told the Council that the committee on tax abatement guidelines will meet tomorrow at 7:00 
p.m. in the first-floor conference room. 
 
ORIDNANCE No. 04-09 – An Ordinance Annexing Certain Territory Contiguous to the City of 
Greenwood, Indiana, Placing the Same Within the Corporate Boundaries Thereof and Making the Same a 
Part of the City of Greenwood and Redefining the Corporate Boundaries of the City of Greenwood, 
Indiana, Approximately .68 Acres Located at the Southwest Corner of S.R. 135 and Smith Valley Road, 
and Commonly Known as the Schoolcraft Development, Inc. Property.  Mr. Bates moved to pass 
Ordinance No. 04-09 through first reading with second by Mr. Gibson.  Mayor Henderson opened the 
public hearing for input and invited the petitioner to speak first.  Donna Smithers of Maurer & Smithers 
represented Schoolcraft Development.  This is the abandoned Amoco site on the Corner of State Road 
135 and Smith Valley Road; the building has been torn down.  It is currently zoned B-1.  They are 



requesting a rezoning to B-2 for the site.  If everything goes well, Ms. Smithers told the Council they will 
file a site plan with the City.  Mr. Schoolcraft wants to continue with the concept that is there now.  Mr. 
Armstrong reported that this was approved unanimously by the Plan Commission.  As no one else spoke, 
the public hearing was closed.  Vote: Ayes.  PASSED FIRST READING.  Ms. Koons-Davis reminded the 
Council that State statute prohibits final action on an annexation ordinance until at least thirty days and no 
later than sixty days after the public hearing.  On her recommendation, Mr. Bates moved to postpone 
second reading until June 7th.  Second by Mr. Hardin.  Vote: Ayes.  SECOND READING POSTPONED 
UNTIL JUNE 7, 2004 MEETING. 
 
ORDINANCE No. 04-11 – An Ordinance to Amend the Official Zoning Map Adopted by Reference in 
Zoning Ordinance No. 82-1 Entitled “An Ordinance Establishing Comprehensive Zoning Regulations For 
the City of Greenwood, Indiana, and Providing For the Administration, Enforcement, and Amendment 
Thereof, In Accordance With the Provisions of I.C. 36-7-4-600 et seq. Laws of Indiana As Amended, and 
For the Repeal of All Ordinances in Conflict Herewith” (Proposed Rezoning of approximately 68 acres of 
land located south of Cutsinger Road and east of Honey Creek Road, commonly known as the Komari 
Property).  Mr. Bless moved to pass Ordinance No. 04-11 on first reading.  Second by Mr. Gibson.  Bob 
Wildman came forward on behalf of the Greg Allen Companies, the developer.  With him was Ken 
Zumstein of Projects Plus, the engineer.  They are asking that it be rezoned from R-2 to R-2A.  Mr. 
Wildman commented that the property is generally surrounded by farmland, with scattered houses.  To 
the immediate west is Woodfield Subdivision, which is under construction.  The property is in the Clark-
Pleasant School District.  They are not asking for annexation.  A density of up to 3.5 units per acre is 
allowed for R-2 zoning in the county, Mr. Wildman indicated.  He understands that Woodfield will do 
improvements to Honey Creek Road as it develops, so this will include from Curry Road to their project.  If 
they were to fully develop the property under R-2, said Mr. Wildman, they could have approximately 142 
lots.  He described zoning surrounding the site, which includes R-2A.  The comprehensive plan calls for 
density from between 2.5 and 3.5 units per acre, and they are proposing 2.3 units per acre.  Mr. Wildman 
reiterated that the rezoning request was consistent with neighboring Alden Place and Barrington.  He 
indicated that there would be a substantial amount of green space and the lots along Cutsinger Road 
would be 80 feet wide.  They estimate four or five years until the site is fully developed.  Mr. Wildman then 
reviewed the commitments.  More discussion on density, home size and price range followed.  Vote: Nays 
– Reed, Armstrong, Gibson, Hardin; Ayes – Bates, Bless.  FAILS FIRST READING. 
 
ORDINANCE No. 04-12 – An Ordinance Annexing Certain Territory Contiguous to the City of 
Greenwood, Indiana, Placing the Same Within the Corporate Boundaries Thereof and Making the Same a 
Part of the City of Greenwood and Redefining the Corporate Boundaries of the City of Greenwood, 
Indiana (Approximately 94 acres of land along both the west and east sides of S.R. 135, north of Olive 
Branch Road – commonly known as the DSA, LLC, Alyea, Wilderness Development, Inc., Ace Securities, 
Inc., and Forest Lawn Memory Gardens, Inc. Properties).  POSTPONED UNTIL JUNE 7, 2004 MEETING 
FOR PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING. 
 
RESOLUTION No. 04-12 – A Resolution of the Greenwood Common Council Expressing Interest in the 
Purchase of Land.  Mr. Bates moved to pass Resolution No. 04-12 through first reading.  Second was by 
Mr. Hardin.  This is the Gilmour property next door to the City Building.  Vote: Ayes.  PASSED FIRST 
READING. 
 
RESOLUTION No. 04-13 – A Resolution of the Greenwood Common Council to Adopt the Written Fiscal 
Plan for the Annexation of Approximately 94 Acres Located on the Northwest and Northeast Corners of 
State Road 135 and North of Olive Branch Road, Referencing Annexation Ordinance No. 04-12.  Mr. 
Gibson explained a conflict of interest and asked to be excused at this time.  Ms. Reed moved to pass 
Resolution No. 04-13 on first reading.  Mr. Bless seconded.  Vote: Ayes.  PASSED FIRST READING.  
Ms. Koons-Davis reported that if an alternative meeting place is chosen for the vote on Ordinance No. 04-
12 on June 7th, they must advertise and publish the hearing date and time at least 20 days before, and 
they try to advertise a month prior to the hearing.  Mr. Armstrong reported that the hearing for the Plan 
Commission on Wal-Mart was standing room only, with crews from all networks in Indianapolis attending.  
The lobby was full as well, and he suggested that the hearing be held elsewhere, possibly the auditorium 
at the Greenwood High School.  Isom Elementary School has also been suggested.  Mr. Armstrong 
pointed out that the Plan Commission has rules that limit the discussion.  If the meeting is moved, he 
suggested that the Council have rules to keep the discussion to a reasonable level.  Ms. Koons-Davis told 
the Council that she would need to know the decision no later than May 7th to meet statutory deadlines.  
Mayor Henderson explained that his position would be to instruct the Planning Director to find an 
appropriate location for the hearing.  Counsel noted that parking would be a major factor.  It was the 



consensus of the Council that Planning Director Ferguson facilitate the location for the June 7th Council 
meeting. 
 
RESOLUTION No. 04-11 – A Resolution Transferring Money From the Cumulative Capital Improvement 
Fund – Cigarette Tax to the General Fund ($150,000).  Mr. Bless moved to pass Resolution No. 04-11 
through second reading.  Second by Mr. Gibson.  Vote: Ayes.  PASSED SECOND READING. 
 
ORDINANCE No. 04-13 – An Ordinance Amending Common Council Ordinance No. 04-10 Entitled “An 
Ordinance Providing For an Additional Appropriation From the Cumulative Capital Improvement Fund 
($1,600,000) to the Board of Public Works and Safety for Reconstruction and Repair of a Portion of 
Streets Located in the Valle Vista Subdivision”, To Identify the Specific Cumulative Capital Improvement 
Fund From Which Money Shall be Appropriated.  INTRODUCED. Ms. Koons-Davis explained that the 
only CCI fund with that amount of money was the CCI Tax Levy Fund, and this ordinance identifies it.  Mr. 
Armstrong requested suspension of the rules to consider first reading.  Second by Mr. Hardin.  Vote: 
Ayes.  RULES SUSPENDED.  Mr. Bates then moved to pass Ordinance No. 04-13 through first reading.  
Second by Ms, Reed.  Vote: Ayes.  PASSED FIRST READING.  Mr. Armstrong then moved to suspend 
rules to consider second reading.  Second by Mr. Hardin.  Vote: Ayes.  RULES SUSPENDED.  Ms. Reed 
then moved to pass Ordinance No. 04-13 on second reading.  Second by Mr. Bates.  Vote: Ayes.  
PASSED SECOND READING.  In response to Mr. Gibson, the Mayor thought that we would be ready to 
advertise for bids in about three weeks. 
 
Under miscellaneous business, Mr. Bates discussed an anonymous letter he received regarding the court 
system.  The writer believed that the City had been indebted $60,000 over the last two weeks.  Judge 
Gregory, in talking with Mr., Bates, assured him that this was not true. 
 
Mr. Hardin received a letter from C. Browning, a resident on Stoneybrook Grove Lane, expressing 
displeasure in the proposed Wal-Mart that Mr. Hardin wanted placed in the record. 
 
Mr. Bates expressed his appreciation for the good work the Street Department did in repairing the street 
he lives on. 
 
Ms. Koons-Davis asked for direction from the Council, as she understands that the City will move forward 
in renewing the cable franchise agreement.  Federal law requires that we give adequate notice and an 
opportunity for public comment, she added.  The ordinance to renew would have to be passed by June 
19th which means second reading would be June 7th and introduction probably at the next meeting.  She 
asked the Council’s pleasure.  It was the consensus of the Council to have the hearing on May 17th at first 
reading. 
 
Mayor Henderson mentioned that the director of the Metropolitan Planning Organization will make a 
presentation on May 5th.  Several years ago we passed a resolution to be a part of the Regional 
Transportation Authority.  Each community has a vote, regardless of size. 
 
Staff is pleased with the new equipment for limb pickup that involves only two employees, the Mayor 
reported.  They have covered the west side and are on the east side.  Mayor Henderson said they are 
much further ahead this year than when they used the chipper.  People can drop off limbs six days a 
week at Fire Station 2.  In response to Ms. Reed, the Mayor said we still have mulch.  When that is gone, 
the company will haul it away for us.  We will not have to take the leaves to a farm and pay for that.  We 
are negotiating possible payment with the company. 
 
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 


